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A good deal has happened since this was reported on P. 490- Sept. 15th issue. 
First, a meticulous editing job, under the supervision of Mr. Hutchinson himself, has 
sharpened up many of the parts of the novel that seemed to us discursive and Jacking in 
clarity... Second, the Book of the Month has selected this for February. Hence our report 
is repeated only in part, as the novel in its final form lives up to our high hopes for 
Mr. Hutchinson over years of following him with keen appréciation...The novel could be 
viewed from several angles. It might be looked upon as another Anock on Any Door ina 
study oi a London slum, and the effect of environment on character - a sordid, sultry 
study of the attempt to make a silk purse out of a sow's ear. Or it might be viewed as 
kin to Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men- @ compassionate analysis of a youth whose strength 
- was greater than he knew, whose love for the helpless handicapped could be expressed only 
in service. Or it could be likened to the popular stories of thwarted, possessive women, 
determined to control the lives of those closest to them- and destroying what they thought 
to mold. It is all of these - and establishes an obsessive claim on one’s interest. . The 
story is set in the frame of a murder. A woman, once beautiful, is dead - and her hus- 
band, twice accused of murder or intent to murder, is convicted, and dies on the gallows. 
The story in between is that of an incredible marriage made credible. A girl, gently 
born and disappointed in the man she was to have married, flaunts her self-sacrifice and 
marries a boy of the slums, convinced that she can remake him to her pattern. In the 
process, she spurns the help she might have had from Elizabeth, a woman whom she thought 
had wronged her, and Trevon, head of a settlement, living out a penance of his sex-ridden 
youth. She destroys everything she might have had, even, in an agony of hate, the happi- 
ness of her daughter. At times, there are phases of the development that fail to ring 
true; at times, the woman seems a lay figure, But always, the husband, with his own 
strange but rather beautiful code, is handled with tender understanding. A book that de- 


serves to be read. 


March 9 


Doubleday 


Mason, F, Van Wyck 
CUTLASS EMPIRE $3.00 

From the color and excitement in the story of Henry Morgan, buccaneer and driv- 
ing Welshman, Mason has compounded an historical novel of adventure and fact to satisfy 
even critical tastes. Driven from England because of his royalist beliefs, learning to 
hate the Spaniards with deepest vengeance, Morgan early proves his value to the roving 
renegades of the Caribbean, glosses over his depradations by his gifts to the Crown, 
achieves the impossible by taking Spanish strongholds with his small forces, and is pro- 
perly rewarded by the King on his return to England by knighthood and the governorship of 
Jamaica. Mason gives Morgan his due, as man and empire builder, makes the dog eat dog 
policies of the era a fighting, killizsg; panorama, highlights incidental characters and 
situations to bring out the vigor and grim reality of the new colonies’ struggle for ex- 
istence. A portrait as well as a landscape of a period of high adventure. 
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Farrar, Straus 


AUNT BEL $3.09 


McCrone, Guy 
















A sequel to Red Plush - and for those readers who enjoyed that trilogy for the 
sense of pleasant intercourse with a family- likeable, irritating, human- it will be like 
going back for a week-end visit and picking up the threads of family news. Catching up 
with engagements and marriages, births and deaths, newcomers and old friends. The setting 
is much the same, shifting from Glasgow to the old homestead and back. And Aunt Bel, 
fundamentally kind but managing and ambitious, is dea ex machina, ever trying to manipu- 
late matters for her young people, who manage to escape her watchful eye and do things for 
themselves. The period trimmings and regional flavor bring Glasgow of the '90's into full 
flavor. A novel of manners - episodic in character - but with more focus and central core 
of plot than Red Plush. But- inevitably- less sense of discovery- more of home Coming, - 
Perhaps in this family portrait we can find another Jalna. - 












One Big Name- and Three Good Bets 





A new Sinclatr Lewis- THE GOD-SEEKER ( Random House )- but we think it will sell on his 
name almost solely. Two dark horses that we like, Elsie Oakes Barber's THE TREMBLING 
YEARS (Macmillan ) and Millard Lampell'’s THE HERO (Messner ).: And for discerning readers, 
_ we recommend Elizabeth Taylor's A WREATH OF ROSES ( Knopf ).: Reports in section following. : 








PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS. - Fiction 


January 24 






Clewes, Howard Dutton 
THE MASK OF WISDOM $3.50 










An often provocative blend of political satire and personal melodrama which is 
&lso not without spiritual implications, this portrays a once Fascist, now defeated central 
European country under the supervision of an Allied Commission. Working for the Commission 
is Thea Njemcova, who as a girl had been unwillingly forced unto a relationship with a 
former Fascist leader, had borne a child, Stefan, whom she had abandoned and denied. It is 
Stefan, “Holy Joe's bastard”, who arouses public protest and demands for his execution. 
Turned over to the Commission for jurisdiction, Stefan escapes, is kidnapped by the Com- 
munists, and eventually performs a miracle. And Thea, after the illusion of a former love 
affair has been destroyed, finally acknowledges Stefan as her son, goes to follow him... 
This may find a selective and special audience, but for the general reader, the philosoph- 
ic, metaphysical intention may be confusion. 


















February 3 


Norris, Kathleen Doubleday 
HIGH HOLIDAY $2.50 


A fairly comfortable hop, skip and jump through the Throckmorton family from the 

'90's to the present day which gives all the high spots of a large, loyal relationship 
filled in with plenty of domestic detail. Bram and his utterly perfect wife, Lizzie, and 
their children together with assorted relatives provide plenty of drama and household hap- 
penings in the fortunes of their lives. Lizzie's death keeps the family tied together, and 

@ the oldest daughter Maggie follows in her footsteps in becoming another perfect mother. 

~ Dean makes the best of marriage to a French cousin, Liza wins through to a happy marriage 
in spite of a murder trial, Lizzie's own sister Bobbie regains her husband in spite of a 
step-daughter'’s spitefulness, and even Amelia who sank pretty far in her desire to be an 
actress achieves success in the moving pictures in her middle age. All the better soap 


opera ingredients for just that audience. 
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February 14 


Mally, B. Louise Wm. Sloane 
THE TIDES OF DAWN $3.50 





The period of the Spanish domination of the Netherlands (16th century) as back- 
ground for an historical novel, broad in scope and of sustained interest. The character 
focus is on Jacqueline de Chatrois, daughter of a nobleman, and the man she eventually 
marries, Gerrit van Wagenen, of merchant heritage - their respective families - and the 
challenge to courage posed by the siege of Leyden. It was a time of religious upheaval 
and wholesale persecution and burning of so-called heretics; of courage and cowardice, 
determination and deprivation, as the Dutch, after years of struggle, finally overthrew 
the rule of Spain. Not top flight, perhaps, but better than average historical novel 
in that the historical conflict supplies the central core (rather than the stage props) 
with the rest of the struggle within the characters themselves. 





February 16 


Millin, Sarah Gertrude Harper 
KING OF THE BASTARDS $3.00 


I found this very dull reading- and that in spite of a bias in favor of Sarah 
Gertrude Millin as interpreter of various facets of South African life and history. No 
doubt this too is rooted in profound sympathy and understanding of the conflicts that 
have gone into the composition of that strange part of the world, now known as the Trans- 
vael, she has, in this novel, let her story- if story there is- bog down in the mass of 
detail of petty strife among native peoples,- the Kaffirs, the Zulus, the Hottentots,- 
and the invading English and Dutch. But chiefly it is the story of the hybrids, descend- 
ants of Coenraad de Buys, first white man of the Transvaal, and his black women. This 
is Buys’ story:- his youth and the forces that pushed him outside the circle of the 
whites; his growing family, known as the Bastards; his changing loyalties, now to one 
native chieftain, now another, whose faith in his leadership was part veneration for his 
color, part for the knowledge he could share with them; his link with his own race | 
through the missionary, Dr. van der Kamp; his fiery zeal, changing over to violent dis- 
taste. Chiefly Coenraad is shown in his amazing maintenance of prestige among those 
he served as brother-advisor- tutor, aiding them to oppose the encroaching whites. Al- 
ways he lived with his wagons his castle; his clan, his kingdom. And he became a legend, 
in his lifetime. The reader finds that interest lags with multiplicity of repetitive 
detail. 


February 24 


Chevigny, Hector A. A. Wyn 
WOMAN OF THE ROCK $2.75 

Not without a certain curious fascination, and handled sympathetically rather 
than satirically, this story of Mother Church, whose evangelical success was unequalled 
in her time and is presumably reminiscent of Aimee Semple MacPherson. Butte, Montana- ? 
born, Ruth Church had her first experience with the theatricalism of cultism under an 
uncle and aunt in California, later with real religion when she married a minister. At 
his death, she took over his parish, gained her reputation, eventually went to Los Ange- 
les- the “real religious Big Time”- where, with a Mrs. Libby as impressario, her follow- 
ing assumed vast proportions, her Temple profitted. In the years that followed, there 
was her rebellion against the tyranny of Mrs. Libby which permitted no privacy, no pri- 
vilege of her sex; the frustration of two love affairs; the resultant scandal, litiga- 
tion, and eventual abandonment of her Temple, her public...The fabulous rather than 
fraudulent aspects of a career such as this, the privations it imposed, in a readable 
rendition. 
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Feb. or March 


| Mori, Toshio Caxton 
‘ YOKOHAMA, CALIFORNIA $3.00 


A tribute from William Saroyan introduces this volume of short stories and 
sketches by a young Japanese-American - the first contact we have had with writing from 
this particular national group. There is a fresh, ingenuous, if occasionally ungramma- 
tical, quality, a conviction of writing from the heart. The stories, which develop from 
minor incident or interchange are largely a reflection of his people; of the old people 
and the old ways, which never quite succumb to the new country; of particular people - 
in fond remembrance- Mama, who made doughnuts, a laundryman-philosopher, the flower clerk 
who couldn't sell old flowers to his customers, and so on. The collection has a nice in- 
digenous flavor, but its marketability is dubious- needs special selling. 


i 


Ellison, Hal Scribner 
DUKE 2/14 $2.75 


A hard, fast, tough, tight-fisted novel about a Negro adolescent named Duke. 
A severe delinquent, his life revolves around an insidious cycle; he leads a butcherous 
Harlem gang that call themselves “the Mighty Counts”,delivers marijuana and dope, and 
opens up two houses of prostitution. In the interim, Duke begins to develop schizo- 
phrenic tendencies, vague feelings of guilt, and castration fears. Imaginary voices and 
footsteps follow him up empty streets, a crack in the wall of his bedroom insistently | 
becomes the face of a white girl whom he once loved, the world becomes less and less real, ! 
i 


and he withdraws from it by drinking and smoking marijuana...This is straight reportor- | 
ial writing, done in the clenched-teeth-curled-lip tradition with clipped sentences and | 


= endless use of slang. For strong stomachs and those who like their reading terse and | 
breathless. | 
March 15 | 

Barber, Elsie Oakes Macmillan 

- THE TREMBLING YEARS $3.00 


* With none of the flippancy of Out On a Limb or the somewhat saccharine quality 
of the Barton books, this is an at all times human and particularly appealing story of 
one girl's bout with infantile paralysis, its emotional aftermath of bitterness and fear 
and unresigned resentment. Kathy Storm, gay, pretty, bright, comes down with infantile 
in her first year at college, finds after many months that she is permanently crippled. 
It is Max, in the hospital, and also a cripple, who gives it to her straight, who makes 
her realize that many moments of self pity, loneliness and despair will follow. It is 
Steve, whom she once loved, who isn’t big enough nor old enough to take her as she is, 
and who goes on to other girls. And it is Peter who finally brings her to a measure of 
peaceful terms with the world, when, after several years of wise restraint, he is able 
to make her override the barriers of false pride and pity...The sympathy here, which 
never slips over into sentimentality, the quality of youth which is very genuine, make 
this particularly affecting and engaging. 


Powers, Paul S. Macmillan 
DOG DILLAHAY $3.00 


Arizona and cactus country doctoring before the turn of the century as a back- 

drop for the hard-earned experiences of John Dillahay who, when his younger, wilder bro- 
e ther Billy comes near losing a leg in the corral, decides to become a doctor. It is 
under the tutelage of local Dr. Ledinger that John gets his first and often raw indoc- 
trination in the profession that he will practice. Returning from the east (Chicago) 
with his degree, John finds that his girl has married his brother, that his father will 
soon die and that he cannot save him. But John proves that he is capable in incidents 
which require personal courage as well as professional skill, closes down on local 
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prostitution which has brought social disease to the town, shoots his way out of trouble, 
and gets himself a new girl...Homespun, human qualities give this its likability, rather 


than any particular distinction. 
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March 4 


Green, F.L. Harcourt, Brace 
MIST ON THE WATERS $2.75 


By no means equalling the fervor and the tension of Odd Man Out - and more 
closely identifiable with its successor, A Flask for the Journey, this is again a story 
of crime and more particularly the spiritual retribution it imposes. His criminals, in 
this case Fingal and Pelancey who indulge in a moment of blackmail which results in the 
victim's suicide, are of a more articulate and reflective nature, and the concern here, 
which is more with man’s conscience than his sins, lends a metaphysical overcast. Where- 
as Pingal, an habitual petty thief, is primarily worried by the possible pursuit of the 
"polis", it is Pelancey who fears himself and knows that his penance will be self-in- 
flicted. And finally, not before others have been involved in the aftermath of the crime, 
Pelancey finds his way to forgiveness as he gives his life to save Fingal in the fire 
which destroys the external evidence of the crime...Plus sale for psychological mystery 


addicts. 


Lewis, Sinclair Random House 
THE GOD-SEEKER $3.50 


Not a thesis novel such as one has come to expect of Sinclair Lewis, but ina 
semi-historical, semi-period novel, he manages to stab the hypocrisies of the hell and 
damnation type of missionary spirit which activated some of our westward passage. The 
story has period values, in-the pre-civil war picture of the opening up of Minnesota, 
the building of St. Paul, and the processes by which the whites ruined the chances of 
building constructive relations with the Indians of the plains. Aaron Gadd, converted 
to a conviction of his mission in God, goes west to join the "9v. Balthazar Harge in his 
frontier post. Once there, he finds the hypocrisies, the doubts, the intolerances al- 
most more than he can stomach; he finds, too, that he is wanted as a carpenter, not a 
preacher, and his missionary zeal dampened, he finds he likes the Indians he had come to 
convert, and cannot condemn them to hell's fires, nor give them the downward push of 
bribery and corruption of white men's ways. He forms close friendship with a young 
chief, educated in the east; he falls in love with the worldly Selene Lanark, whom he 
had met in the east, when she rejoins her father, the promoter and scoffer. And after 
successive efforts to struggle with the devil and recapture the zeal of his early months, 
he runs away with Selene, is rescued from the blizzard by Huldag, whose love he had 
spurned, and eventually escapes with Selene to a secular life and the burgeoning new 
town of St. Paul....Somehow, the story seems remote, lacking the impact of his approach 


to contemporary life. 


Dutton 


Baker, Sherman 
BRADFORD MASTERS | $2.75 

A certain worldliness, sympathy, and a very occasional overlay of: psychology 
for the story of Bradford Masters, attractive, irresponsible,and always on the run from 
an early, unhappy childhood, a later sterile marriage. With no job, no wife, and no 
cash, Brad's financial and moral instability reaches an impasse as he breaks with Gwen- 
whom he didn't want to marry, as his father's bankruptcy jeopardizes his homestead, and 
as he falls in love with Jean, pregnant by the husband she had just divorced. Determin- 
ed to salvage Jean, Brad buckles down to a job to carry her through pregnancy, slips 
back, only once or twice, into the old routine with Gwen, and eventually gets on his 
feet and finds some measure of solvency and stability with Jean...No literary high marks 
here- but a certain readability. Stock for rentals largely. 
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Taylor, Elizabeth Knopf 
A WREATH OF ROSES $3.00 


Again with the grace and gentle discernment, the modulation of mood which qua- 
lified A View of the Harbor, and At Mrs. Lippincote'’s, this hew novel, which tends to- 
ward tragedy rather than comedy, is equally successful. Camilla Hill, a school teacher, 
returning to the little English village where she has spent many summers with her clos- 
est friend, Liz, finds the harmony of the past broken by Liz' marriage and her baby. For 
even if the more capricious Liz is not happy in her marriage to a staid clergyman, the 
fact of that marriage and the baby gives Camilla - in the dignified self- discipline and 
aridity of her spinsterdom- pause. Attracted by the looks, and the casual ease of 
Richard, whom she meets on the train, Camilla indulges her infatuation in spite of her 
initial mistrust, is taken in by his self-pitying fantasies, loses all sense of caution. 
It is only, at a last meeting, when she realizes that he has killed a girl, and that he 
may kill again, does she make her final escape...Affecting in its drama, expert in its 
execution, this is for the discerning reader. 


March m 


Anderson, Barbara T. Farrar, Straus 
SOUTHBOUND $3.00 


Compassion, and a gentle rather than violent protest against the color line 
for this story of Amanda, southern born, and “light almost as white”. It is her grand- 
mother Laura, determined that Amanda will have opportunities equivalent to those of white 
children, who takes her north where for a few years- as the protegee of a Miss Carter- 
she is accepted as white. But in her later school years she is always out of place both 
in the white and Negro worlds. Talented, musically, Amanda is turned down at an Ohio 
Institute because of her face and it is only later in Paris that she is able to continue 
her training. The war, however, forces her return to America and southbound again, on 
the way to teach in a Negro college, she meets the man she loves and who can meet her on 
her level. The portrait of Amanda, quiet, contained, and maintaining her integrity is 
@ moving one, and her story- if less combustible than The Other Room, may attract some 


of that audience. 


March22 +] 1! 


Foley, Martha & Rothberg, Abraham-/ds. Farrar, Straus 
U. S. STORIES $5.95 
Regional Stories from the Forty-Eight States oe 


A representation from each of the 48 states, adding even Washington, D.C., this 
anthologizes widely - drawing its material from large and small magazines, novels, and 
collections of short stories. The editors have provided not only a descriptive intro- 
duction but also a preface which advises how the stories may be used by instructors and 
students. In the prcuigious collection the accent is on the contemporary writers - Shaw, 
Weidman, Wright, Thurber, Steinbeck, Rawlings, etc., etc., - although Glaspell, Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher, Roark Bradford and others of earlier fame portray their sections of the 
country as well. The contrasts are many here - that of speech as well as of incident 
and character, that of regional background as well as of regional thinking - and the 
multiplicity of inclusions make for a broad appeal - open, necessarily, to controversy. 


Farrar, Straus _ 
THE Lorrery 4 8 MII 


* The particular talents of Shirley Jackson are shown off to even greater advan- 
tage in this collection of short stories (some from the New Yorker) than in her last 
year's The Road Through The Wall. For here the sharp and unsparing commentary on the 


Jackson, Shirley 
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human scene, in often inhuman interchanges, narrows and gains in precision in this med- 
ium. The incidents, while derived from very ordinary, very everyday experiences, range 
from New York city life and its impervious impersonality, to country villages and the 
invidious interference of “neighbors”; from faded, frustrated women in their thirties 
who had not married, to those that have- and their children whose cruelty is as yet un- 
disguised; the Jew-haters and the Negro-boycotters. Here is not a pleasant world, and 
the title story, of a stoning in a rural village, aroused considerable protest - and 
praise- at the time of its initial publication. For all the deadly effectiveness of 
the majority of these, a critical rather than popular audience is indicated. 


lampell, Millard Messner 
THE HERO $3.00 


-A first novel by a radio dramatist, this manages more than a little excitement 
and spirit and sympathy, and is a direct hit on the unamericanism of American colleges, 
on the professionalism of amateur football. Steve Novak, Polish second generation from 
a Jersey mill town, a football find, passes up the leading Universities who are anxious 
to “buy him", choosing instead, for its academic and social tradition, Jackson University. 
Naive, idealistic, eager to learn and refusing to take a free ride on his marks, it takes 
two years for Steve to realize how hopelessly he is lost in the politics, publicity of 
football; that he has no time for the education he wanted to get; that the world of 
money and breeding is a thin-blooded one which will never accept him. And after an ac- 
cident on the field which ruins his future, Steve leaves Jackson to go home- but takes 
with him the girl he loves...Possibly not for the conservative tastes, this has however 
pace and vitality and levels its assault with validity and without belligerence...The pub- 
lishers promise major promotion, and Columbia Pictures has bought it for 1949 production. 


Bolton, Isabel Scribner 
THE CHRISTMAS TREE % |! $3-00, 

This is an expression of mood, an exploration of rather precarious emotion, an 
indulgence in retrospective memory, rather than a novel. Mrs. Danforth, planning a 
Christmas tree for her grandson, looks back on the world of her childhood, the cushion- 
ing of privilege and protection, the prevalence of elegance and decorum. From that mi- 
lieu, to the marriage which was loveless and lonely, and the birth of her only son,larry, 
whom she was to idolize, indulge and for whom she assumes the guilt of his later homo- 
sexuality. The failure of Larry's marriage to Anne, his continued relationships with 
younger men which never delete his bondage to her, all reaches its crisis at the Christ- 
mas tree when Larry comes home, confronts Anne's new husband, and kills him... The au- 
thor's Do I Wake or Sleep commanded considerable critical attention in 1947. This- in 
its stylized, psychologically preoccupied portrayal of emotional cause and effect, is 
agein for a special market. 


DEPARTMENT OF SUDDEN DEPARTURES 
February 24 


Gardner, Erle Stanley Morrow 
THE CASE OF THE DUBIOUS BRIDEGROOM $2.50 


The boomerang of a Mexican divorce and the threat of bigamy provides Perry Ma- 
son with a fine tangle to finagle. Peculiar business doings, the murder of the first 
wife, and Mason, out of his own bailiwick, demonstrates that what is all right for the 
police to do is illegal when some one else beats them to it, that he can take it as well 
as dish it out, and fireworks to a stellar ending. Beautiful babes, worthy opponents 
and fancy legal cross-stitching. 
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February 9% 













Homes, L.P. | Simon & Schuster 
DESERT RAILS $2.00 












Different and better than most, this story of Luke Fenimore, troubleshooter, 
and his attempts to lay a railroad ahead of a subsidy deadline. Jeopardized by a lack 
of steel, by a rival freighter - Fargo - and by internal dissension, dynamite and gun- 
shot, Fenimore gets his road laid in a final frenzy. High marks. 











March 3 










Nelson, Hugh Lawrence Rinehart 
THE DARK ECHO $2.50 











Light but not terribly bright. Steve Johnson, temporary Chief of Police of 
Broken Falls, Colo., is confronted with the death of the youngish, picturesque, provoca- 
tive wealthy widow, Mrs. Hestwood. The willingness of the sheriff to call it an acci- 
dent, the eccentricities and guilty behavior of all concerned, the general lack of co- 
operation, and a narrow escape for Steve are difficulties, though not insurmountable, 
and he gets the killer in the end. Nonchalant. 












March 11 








Brown, Frederic Dutton 
THE BLOODY MOONLIGHT $2.50 


The mutual misbehavings of Ed and his uncle Ambrose involved in a murder case 
which seems to hinge on lycanthropy, the possibility of superscience, and other horrors 
with the killings. Ed, on his first solo case, tangles with the chief of police, has 
difficulty in interviewing the man their client had sent him to see, has a few heart 
throbs, learns the interplanetary communication is a hoax, and pulls a killer out of 
thin air. Would-be thriller. 














March ?? 


Lobell, N. D. & G. G. Har per 
THE SHADOW AND THE BLOT $2.50 v 


Young Morty, from the Bronx, gets a chance to deal in a big time murder case 
when events following the death of Ischeler indicate it might not have been accidental. . 
Assisted by Sadie, also from the Bronx, Morty manages to hold his own with a jealous 
widow, a highly neurotic mistress, a cowardly son and a too clever painter, and proves 
& big time'art fraud and vicious killings. Dialects all over the place for a rather 
pretentious effort. 


Piper, Evelyn 3\3 Simon & Schuster 
THE INNOCENT $2.50 











With the Inner Sanctum Suspense Special mark of merit, this is the tense, ter- 
ror-ridden story of Margie who becomes the second wife of maternally overprotected, mor- 
ally undermined, Charles Carter. Tied to Charles by his weaknesses which require con- 
stant coddling, to the premature child he resents, Margie finds that “uneasy lies the 
head that wears the crown" as she speculates over the death of his first wife, is forced 
into a position which jeopardizes Charles, and in so doing, destroys her own invulner- 
ability. A clever and uncomfortable portrayal which has both pathological validity and 
suspense value. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Crane, Frances - THE INDIGO NECKLACE MURDERS Lustgarten, Edgar - ONE MORE UNFORTUNATE 
Croy, Homer - FAMILY HONEYMOON Paure, Raoul C.-LADY GODIVA AND MASTER TOM 


Fitzgerald, E.- Ed. - THE STORY OF THE Tina, Dorothy Les - CONFESSION 
BROOKLYN DODGERS Wees, Frances Shelley - SOMEONE CALLED 


Hankins, R. M. - THE MAN FROM WYOMING MAGGIE LANE 
DELL PUBLISHING COMPANY (Each $. 25) 
Coxe, George Harmon - MURDER FOR TWO Iams, Jack - THE BODY MISSED THE BOAT 


DELL BOOK OF CROSSWORD PUZZLES # 2 Parrott, Ursula - EX-WIFE 
Halliday, Brett - COUNTERFEIT WIFE Raine, William MacLeod - WESTERN STORIES 


Hull, E. M. - THE SONS OF THE SHEIK Sterling, Stewart - WHERE THERE'S SMOKE 
GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY February 7 
Blue Ribbon (Each $1.00) 


Hawkins, J. Harold - YOUR HOUSE BILL STERN'S FAVORITE BASEBALL STORIES 


De Luxe 


Aymer, Brandt - THE STANDARD BOOK OF POWER BOATING - $1.49 

DeFoe, Daniel - ROBINSON CRUSOE - Illustrated by Fritz Kredel - $2.49 
Marshall, Henry- fd. - THE BUSINESS ENCYCLOPEDIA (Revised edition) - $1.98 
Sundstrom, Lennart - THE FACE OF SWEDEN (Original publication) - $3.50 


ie Halcyon House 


Foner, P. S.- Ed. = BASIC WRITINGS OF Hall, Helen- SIMPLIFIED HOME SEWING- $1.98 
THOMAS JEFFERSON-$2.95 Zeiger, Arthur- Ai. - THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 


James, Marquis - THE RAVEN - $1.98 ENGLISH - $1.98 
Permabooks {Each $.35) 
Fielding, William J. - STRANGE CUSTOMS OF COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE 
Hespro, Herbert - WHAT YOUR DREAMS MEAN 
Schaaf, William L., Ph.D. - MATHEMATICS FOR HOME AND BUSINESS 
Sewell, W. Stuart - BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES OF FAMOUS MEN AND WOMEN 
Star Dollar 


Corbett, Jim - MAN-EATERS OF KUMAON Hardy, Kay - SEWING FOR THE BABY 
Kirkendall, Lester A. - SEX ADJUSTMENTS OF YOUNG MEN 


Sun Dial 


Costain, Thomas B. - THE MONEYMAN- $1.00 Keyes, Frances Parkinson - THERE CAME A 
: CAVALIER - $1.98 
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GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Berlitz Language Books (Each $2.50) 










THE BERLITZ SELF-TEACHER: FRENCH THE BERLITZ SELF-TEACHER: SPANISH 


Dollar Books 


























Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE LONELY Haycox, Ernest - BUGLES IN THE AFTERNOON 
HEIRESS Slaughter, Frank G., M. D. - PSYCHOSO- 
Gould, John - THE HOUSE THAT JACOB BUILT MATIC MEDICINE 


Reference Books 
THE CONCISE BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY OF HOYT'S NEW CYCLOPEDIA OF PRACTICAL 
FAMOUS MEN AND WOMEN - $2.00 QUOTATIONS - $4.95 
Hugon, Paul D. - THE MODERN WORD FINDER - $2.00 
Specials 
Bromfield, Louis - EARLY AUTUMN - $1.49 Kelley, R. F.- £d.: - THE JUNIOR SPORTS 
Bromfield, Louis - A GOOD WOMAN - $1.49 ANTHOLOGY - $1.49 
Pearson, Haydn S. - FIFTEEN WAYS TO MAKE MONEY IN THE COUNTRY - $2.00 
THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY OF WORLD LITERATURE, INC. 
Signets February 25 (Each $.25) 
Caldwell, Erskine - A WOMAN IN THE HOUSE Gunn, James - DEADLIER THAN THE MALE 
Gruber, Frank - THE HONEST DEALER Shappiro, Herbert - THE TEXAN 
Lewisohn, Ludwig - THE VEHEMENT FLAME (2/1) 
Mentor for February 25 ($.35) - Peterson, Roger Torey - HOW TO KNOW THE BIRDS 


POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Asbury, Herbert - THE FRENCH QUARTER Funk & Lewis - 30 DAYS TO A MORE POWERFUL 
Dickson, Carter - THE CURSE OF THE BRONZE VOCABULARY 

LAMP Greig, Maysie - UNMARRIED COUPLE 
Field, Peter - OUTLAWS THREE Haines, William Wister - COMMAND DECISION 


Mitford, Nancy - THE PURSUIT OF LOVE 
Woolrich, Cornell - RENDEZVOUS IN BLACK 





WORLD PUBLISHING 
Odd Priced Books 


Guthrie, A. B., Jr. - THE BIG SKY - $1.49 Learsi, Rufus - ISRAEL - $5.00 
Wylie, Burdett- £d.: - SEX IN MARRIAGE - $3.00 
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NOT IMPERATIVES - BUT ON NAMES AND SIGNIFICANCE THESE WILL BE IN DEMAND 


AG i 
>| 


ie February 10 // 


St. John, Robert Doubleday 
SHALOM MEANS PEACE $2.95 











There is a reasonably dependable market for Robert St. John...There is a grow- 
ing market for books on Israel. This should command both markets, though there have been 
more important books on Israel (or rather on the Palestine situation) and better books 

by St. John....Nonetheless, this is thoroughly readable, a human, personal portrait of the 
people who have performed- and are performing- the miracle of sacrifice and achievement, 
which has made Isr@el not a question mark, but a going concern. St. John has told the 
story episodically, through anecdote, interview, story of these men and women, boys and 
girls,- refugees from war torn Europe, from concentration camps, seeking the promised land, 
Americans, fighting a cause for the ideal they envision, adventurers, caught by the con- 
tagious enthusiasm of the new frontier. Both sides of the bitter beach battle of the 
Atalena; underground operations, smuggling of men and arms, Irgunists, Zionists, city 
dwellers and villagers, agriculturists, those living in cooperatives,- all these and more 
find voice through a sympathetic listener and interpreter. Passion for a common cause- 
despite disunity within the ranks on procedure; a tolerance towards enemies, whether Arab 
or British or Egyptian; a desire for one thing Shalom- Peace- a chance to be let alone to 
develop as planned - all these aspects find expression here. This is not a polemic, nor 

& political treatise; it is a portrait of a new and young and ardent people. 

































February 21 
Duranty, Walter Wm. Sloane 
@e STALIN & CO. THE POLITBURO $3.00 
The Men Who Run Russia 


Stalin and Molotov- these are the names everyone know; add Voroshilov, Vishin- 
sky and Zhdanov- and you'll have the sum total equipment of names for even the minority 
of the well-informed. And yet "the men who run Russia" should be recognizable factors 
in our understanding of what the future holds. Duranty does yeoman's service in this 
book, not only in clarifying the roles played by the major figures in the Soviet Polit- 
buro, but in giving due credit for achievements, which is essential if we are to realize 
the hold the government rightfully has on its people. We see emerging from this book, a 
significant and constructive pattern of continuous events and accomplishments, socially, 
economically, industrially, agriculturally. We recognize the parts played by the group 
that make up the Politburo, and the relation of the Politburo to the Army, to Foreign 
Affairs, to World Communism. This is not an "opinion" book, but a singularly objective 
marshalling of the facts as Duranty (who knows what he is talking about) sees them. He 
feels that understanding these facts is vital to achieving a basis of mutual survival. 


March 10- y¥/ 20 


Roberts, Kenneth Doubleday 
I WANTED TO WRITE $3.50 


The name of Kenneth Roberts is guarantee of sales interest, but recognize the 
fact that this is the professional rather than the personal autobiography, and that he 
follows, in considerable detail, his undeviating devotion to the profession he chose, the 
seriousness and sincerity with which he carried out his determination to write. From his 
earliest experience on the Cornell Widow, this follows his career as he became a reporter 

eine. on the Boston Post, did incidental pieces for various magazines, and then with the first 
World War, when he was sent to Siberia, he did his first article for Lorimer and the 
S.E.P. A succession of SEP assignments followed, with increasing returns, until he felt 
ready to write the novel he had always wanted to write. Nine months went into Arundel; 
but it was only with Northwest Passage that he achieved the "big time" and big money. 
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The stress and strain, the difficulty rather than ease of writing, are all evidenced here- 
for the would-be-historical novelist. 


2 A DARK HORSE 
Bebrueryab  panelu oe 4 


Magidoff, Robert Doubleday _ — 
. IN ANGER AND PITY $300 


This could be used in conjunction with the Duranty book as filling in some of 
the color and flavor of life in the Soviet- and rounding out some of the human aspects, 
the cultural values which would make the picture of "The Men Who Run Russia" better round- 
ed for the average American reader....Magidoff, Russian born American citizen and news 
correspondent for NBC and McGraw Hill, was expelled from Russia, along with his Russian 
wife, on the basis of framed charges. Perhaps one third of this book is personal- or 
closely linked with the personal in anecdotal material about friends and associates 
whose experiences illustrate the points he so graphically makes on what life is like in 
Soviet Russia today. One gets gradually a picture of the buildup of barriers that make 
fair presentation impossible within Russia today- fears, suspicions, censorship et. al.. 
the breakdown between two worlds, the relentless anti-American campaign (and at the same 
time an increasing influence of Western ideals). The final section answers recurrent 

Questions on Russia's standard of living, Stalin and the Politburo, and the imminence 


(which he doubts) of war. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS ~- Non-fiction 


Jenuary 14 


Du Bois, Cora Univ. of Minnesota Press 


SOCIAL FORCES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA $2.00 


These three lectures given at Smith in 1947 represent a scientist's approach to 
the concepts behind the forces at work in SE Asia in the shaping of a new world. First 
defining the meaning of culture as relative and dynamic, she then explores the indigenous 
traditions and diverse cultural strains dominant in this area. Next she shows the extern- 
al impact of India, Islam, China, Europe and the resulting effects on native systems, as 

* well as emotional and political atmosphere. She traces the influence of the Japanese in- 
vasion, its part in accentuating the drive for independence and the force of the new in- 
tegrations. There is a summation of the possible trends of the future and the areas of 
change, population growth, intellectual, political and economic futures, and the chance 
of a union of Southeast Asia. A thoughtful, scholarly interpretive accounting for the 
serious thinker, the psychologist, the anthropologist. Newsworthy, in view of the up- 


heaval in Southeast Asia at present. 


A. A. Wyn 


Harper, Frank 
SKIING NATURALLY $2.00 
This seems to me- from the novice's viewpoint- the best all around book for the 
inexperienced skiier. Frank Harper, well-known through his books in this field and his 
record of the Mountain Division, approaches the subject from the point of view of teach- 
ing the hows along with the whys. He starts with equipment; he studies skiis in order to 
understand what they do and why. He urges general physical fitness, and outlines exer- 
cises that - taken systematically even for three mimutes a day - should condition the 
muscles that will be brought into play in postures, snowplow, stem turns, stem Christiana, 
etc. He suggest preliminary practice on the level, in standing, turning, jump turning, 
and so on. He defends the case for ski tours, for climbing, for avoiding too great de- 
pendence on tows. He analyzes the successive steps to assurance on the slope. He out- 
lines procedure in case of accident. And he illustrates with graphic line drawings which 


diagram the points He is making. 
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January 15 


Ness, F.C. Stackpole & Heck 
PRACTICAL DOPE ON THE BIG BORES $5.00 


This does for the larger calibers what the author's Practical Dope on the .22 
did for the small-bore shooter and experimenter. It gives the history, development, char- 
acteristics and results (ballistically and on game) of the cartridge developed here during 
the last 20 years; it includes results of private hand loading experimenters as well as 
commercial loads of ammunition companies. The author is considered the foremost authority 
on sporting firearm development. If you are a hunter, a target shooter, or simply one of 
those who like guns, you'll want this book... The market for such books is highly spe- 
cialized. Keep a record of customer interest in this line; it pays dividends if you keep 
those customers informed of each new book in the field. 


January 20 
Lasswell, Harold D. & leites, Nathan C. George W. Stewart 
THE LANGUAGE OF POLITICS $5.75 


Studies in Quantitative Semantics 


A study of propaganda with an approach as studious as that of the scientist. 
A report on methods that have been devised to aid in detecting and analyzing the modern 
propaganda of our 20th century world. A summary of the power inherent in the correct use 
of language and the styles most effective in molding public opinion to certain desired 
lines; the problems met in a quantitative method of analysis, the extremely complicated 
and well constructed methods needed for correct quantitative breakdown of language, and 
a few examples of the formulas developed in Communist propaganda since the 1917 Revolu- 
tion. Many of the sections appeared earlier as part of the work done under the auspices 
of the War Communications Research Project. Designed for a specialized reading public. 


January 24 


Linton, Ralph-éd. ‘ Columbia Univ. Press 
MOST OF THE WORID $5.50 


A thorough and comprehensive study of the peoples and countries of most of the 
world, - South America, Africa, the Near and Far East -. in which the authors, eminent 
social scientists who are well.versed in the area on which they write, attempt to show 
that these countries are no longer in the orbit of Western influence but are developing 
on their own. Here is a survey of some aspects of the whole, followed by detailed speci- 
fications for each area - population, natural resources, history, climate, topography; 
results of Western domination, contemporary economic, social, cultural and political con- 
ditions, importance of the areas, lines of future development. Authoritative, unbiased, 
complete and competent, this has text and reference value and is good general information 
for the average reader, rather than the specialist. 


January 25 


Whittlesey 


KLuckhohn, Clyde , 
MIRROR FOR MAN $3.75 
To most people, anthropology is a curious occupation concerned with the odd 
behaviour of primitive people, and anthropolggists are queer people whom we nevertheless 
envy because their work takes them to exotic places. That anthropology can have meaning 
and validity to an auto mechanic or a bookkeeper is probably a new idea to many.: Mirror 
for Man, subtitled The Relation of Anthropology to Modern Life does a literate, inter- 
esting and concise job of answering the questions that many of us ask - Just what is an- 
thropology? What does an anthropologist do? How do his researches on Eskimos and Fiji 
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Islanders help you or me make sense out of the morals and mores of our community? The 
author, professor of anthropology at Hervard, believes we can achieve the understending 
of the immediate only through achieving first the long view, the vista of Man in his de- 
velopment in time and in distribution in space; that only by attaining such objectivity 
can we see our immediate problems in their proper context. This book won the $10,000 
prize in the Whittlesey House Science Contest, and should contribute substentially to- 
ward helping the general reader attain that objectivity. There's enough of puncturing 
accepted theories to meke it controversial; there's enough linking of anthropology with 
public problems, social attitudes, etc. to chart the direction of our thinking. 











February 1 











Schurz, William Lytle Dutton 
IATIN AMERICA: A Descriptive Survey $4.50 










A new and completely revised edition of a source book of facts on Latin America, 
thorough, accurate, objective. The author, as trade commissioner, has had access to 
statistics not available to the public, which strengthens the value of his chapters on 
economics. He has covered the material topically, instead of under each country. Occa- 
Sionally he verges on the academic, but on the whole, it is an excellent general survey 
for those who want to dig a little deeper than possible in most of the current boc':s.... 
In revising the material, the content of the 1941 edition has been brought up to date 

with specific attention to financial, industrial and factual data on communications, 
transportation, etc. Iess attention is given to political changes, new pressures, and 
such matters, but individual items of international interest as the question o: the Bri- 
tish claim to the Felklands comes in for consideration. Of no value as a tourist guide, 
but useful for those doing business with Latin America. 












February 4 









Stuart, Frank S. Whittlesey 


CITY OF THE BEES $3.00 

















A poetic, to lyric account of one year of life in a wild bee colony, that 
follows in the Maeterlinck tradition of treating this unique insect with not only respect 
but with a mysticism that enlarges and emphasizes the distinctive characteristics of bee 
history. Were are the superspecial activities in the combs - the fanners, the nurses, 
the sentries, the drones, the care of the young, the queen bee - and her guarded, imper- 
jal life. Then comes the moving of the colony to another spot - the dangers from without 
(badgers, wasps, moths, robber bees, mice, woodpeckers) - and the closing down of Winter, 
and, with the rebirth of the colony the next Spring, the death of the queen....Something 
beyond the ordinary, first for nature followers, then for those who have inherited an 
interest in bee lore, this in its hyperbole, its tense and sensitive knowledge of the 
science behind the story qualities of drama and excitement, is a sure fire bet for a 
known audience. It parallels in many ways the delightful Bees' Ways by George D. Curtis 
(Houghton, Mifflin) but is focussed particularly on the wild bee, as distinguished from 
his cultivated cousin. 


February 7 


Ambrose, Kay Knopf 
THE BALLET-LOVERS' COMPANION $1.95 


A companion book to the author's previous Ballet Lover's Pocket-Book (1945) 
this advances the study of ballet for the purpose of developing standards, not only for 
& the dance lover but for dancing artists. The subtleties of training that result in the 
subtleties of performance, the basic physical and mechanical training, the practical 
science of dancing, stage perspective, line, music and decor, style and characterization, 
etc., are described and explained in sufficient detail to amplify audience knowledge, to 
clarify a student approach. Examples are given from ballet performances, and technical 
as well as aesthetic principles are explored. A handbook for the seriously interested, 
this should not have as wide appeal as the earlier book. Illustrations by the author. 
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February 77 


Blackett, P.M.S. was tones 
FEAR, WAR AND THE BOMB 3.00" 


To the neophyte, this does not seem to say anything much that hasn't been Bot 
and with perhaps greater effect - before. It is an exhaustive investigation into the 
history and probable future of atom bombings, which covers not only an analysis of air 
power war and bomb warfare, but also traces the plans for control, in so far as openly 
recognized, the tactical and strategic importance of atomic war both in political and in 
military worlds. This also details the background and results of Soviet attitudes, the 
chances of war, the events leading up to the two bombings of Japan. Appendices and 
charts round out the overall picture of the consequences of the use of atomic energy, and 
make this a book for the student of world-science affairs, rather than the average layman. 


February 14 


Hall, Melvin Scribner 
BIRD OF TIME $3.50 


Further random reminiscences of Colonel Hall, whose Journey to the End of an 
Era precipitated comparisons to Lawrence, Halliburton, Richard Harding Davis. If the 
annals here are of a rather less adventurous nature, there is still .the same exuberance 
for far away places, chance acquaintances, strange happenings. From his present on a 
hillside, in France and those he knows in the village there, to the past:- Siam, Tibet, 
Persia, the seizure of opium contraband and smugglers, Palestine, the LIebanon, Tr-key, 
and one reference to the first world war, with the recall of the ruin of Ypres in 1915... 
Again there is the nostalgia for another world as well as other continents , the very much 
of a man's man enthusiasm for the nomadic, the picaresque. 


Read, Herbert Scribner 
EDUCATION FOR PEACE $2.75 


Author of The Green Child, works of literary criticism and other high level 
books, here advances his theories for the reform of education along the lines of non- 
violent resistance to war. It is a learned treatise evolved from Freudian as well as 
Platonic principles and based on the premise that through mental disciplines of aesthetic 
culture psychologies and attitudes toward aggression and conflict may be changed. Educa- 
tion for peace therefor is a conditioning for a predisposition toward peace, an exchange 
of values to contrast with those now current. The argument leads from the international 
to the aesthetic, from the political to the cultural, and is a well rounded , stimulating 
piece of thinking and idea presentation. 


February 21 


Mackenzie, Catherine 7 3 Wm. Sloane 
PARENT AND CHILD $2.95 


Largely drawn from the material in her Sunday column in the N.Y. Times, this 
contributes reflection of much of the current thinking on the bringing up of children on 
the part of leading educators, psychiatrists, pediatricians, and is a general reflection 
of the findings in this field rather than original opinion. Concerned largely with be- 
havior angles and approaches to them, the guidance is flexible, psychological - at a pop- 
ular level, reasonable. And the problems here may concern parent education or re-educa- 
tion; family living and relationships (the working mother, the housebound mother, the 
fatherless child, grandmothers, etc.); infancy and later years; school; health; disci- 
pline; delinquency; the gifted - and the retarded - child; and so on. Books such as 
this, compiled from newspaper articles, do not have quite the wnity, or inclusiveness, of 
coverage that others in the field may have had. But there's plenty here for most parents, 
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February 18 


Amberg, George Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
BALIZET IN AMERICA $6.00 


The director of ballet at the Museum of Modern Art writes the story of this 
medium in America and presents a record of development and creativeness and many admirable 
achievements. Touching on 19th century dancers who prepared an audience, on early Amer- 
ican ballet dancers who left no heirs, this proceeds to the stimulus of 1910 and the be- 
ginning of the ballet era in the United States, follows the influence of Pavlova, Mordkin, 
Diaghilev, on to Fokine, Massine, Bolm, etc., through to the Americanization of the Ballet 
Russe and the pioneers in native ballet. It then identifies the various groups and indi- 
viduals responsible for the prodigious growth and solid reputation of American ballet - 
American Ballet, Ballet Caravan, Ballet Society, Ballet Theatre; Kirsten, Tudor, de Mille, 
and others - and the history and creations of each. There is a chapter on ballet in 
musical comedy and a lengthy chronology. A book for the average balletophile as well as 
the ardent follower of all matters of ballet, this provides a useful history and a worth- 
while discussion of the art. Illustrated by photographs. 


February 28 


Jackson, Joseph Henry-/d. Scribner 
GOLD RUSH ALBUM Boxed=- $10.00 


This is a beautiful book as well as a very informative and interesting one. 
More specialized, perhaps, in appeal than Scribner's other "Albums" - but the California 
market and California interest is far wider than the boundaries of the state, and this 
ties in with the three-angled centennial, (1) Discovery, (2) Gold Rush, (3) Statehood - 
over a three year span, 1948-50. Appropriately enough, while the beam is on the gold 
rush, actually both text and pictures tell the story of many beginnings, - not only the 
opening up of the country as a result of the discovery of gold, but the beginnings of 
those other riches of the valleys rather than the hills, which kept men who had planned 
to go back east - and contributed to the building of the state. Here, in the pattern of 
the book, the reader goes along with the American in search of his fortune; the various 
routes are dramatized, what the journey was like, why California proved no end of the 
rainbow for most. There's material new - at least new to me - and I imagine to most non- 
Californians, in such phases of the book as the Audubon material on his expedition through 
Mexico and California; the Cuban artist team series; the beginnings of other areas than 
the gold fields. The link between pictures and text is unusually close - at some times 
slowing the process of scanning (the usual method with such books, but one which often 
causes the "reader" to miss salient facts). But the pieces fit into an overall panoramic 
sense of the growth of one part of the nation. Physically - one of the best of its kind. 


Indexed. 


lewis, Oscar Knopf 
SEA ROUTES TO THE GOLD FIELDS $4.00 


Don't let the choice of the exact date for two gold rush books by different 
publishers disturb you; use it instead for double display and special emphasis....This is 
of more specialized interest than his other books (Silver Kings, The Big Four etc.) but 
with Lewis' same facility in robust recapitulation of an exciting era. This again draws 
from contemporary material in what was a most articulate migration for a portrayal of life 
aboard the coastbound steamers 100 years ago. From the exuberant exodus to the voyage of 
many days; the initial seasickness, the later boredom - and diversions to combat it; the 
dangers of storm and shipwreck; of scurvy, cholera and yellow fever, which spread more 
Quickly because of crowded conditions; of stops ashore and the Panama crossing; of women 
passengers - marriage bound; of the costs of the trip; of the arrival and first impres- 
sions... Oscar Lewis makes the most of his material, and interprets it with spirit. 
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February 28 3//7 


Stratton, Clarence Whittlesey 
GUIDE TO CORRECT ENGLISH $3.75. 


* Have you ever thought back with a certain nostalgia to your own triumphs over 
the intricacies of English grammar and the satisfactions of English rhetoric? And, con- 
versely, found yourself annoyed over the modern diagramming which slices good sentence 
structure into a jigsaw puzzle?...This book will delight you, for here are the old half- 
remembered rules that you've tried to produce to support your contentions that certain 
expressions have no basis in rules, that other expressions have authority in usage, but 
that you must know the rules in order to break them judiciously. If you are already word 
conscious, this will make you more so, but give you comfort. If you should be word con- 
scious, this will chart the road. Its purpose is to "aid you in attaining correctness of 
expression", and every part of speech gets a double going over, - first, the rules for 
understanding its every phase, with ample illustration and exercise in application; 
second, the uses, purposes and effects in sentences of correct usage, and the pitfalls 
thereof. The reasons for rules - the philosophy back of them, both are presented with a 
commonsense flexibility. Punctuation is treated as virtually equivalent to a part of 
speech, on a purely functional basis. The end impression is that synthesis is more’ im- 
portant than analysis - and that correct English is indubitably a part of an educated 


person's equipment. 
D aH 
February %” — 
Burton, Mary L. Coward, McCann. 
YOUR CHILD OR MINE $2.0) 


re a. ie 


A brief and sympathetic presentation of a little known if not uncommon «.’flice- 
tion, this book deals with cerebral palsy, from which it is estimated some 70,000 children 
are suffering. The case histories here (illustrated with photographs) show the five dif- 
ferent types of cerebral palsy and their particular symptoms and therapeut:<c treatments. 
They indicate what can be done before it is too late, medically, and before emotional 
situations of parental rejection or social stigma have been created. This book is de- 
Signed to bring about the general public's recognition and acceptance. fe 


March 1 


Drepperd, Carl W. | Doubleday 
PIONEER AMERICA $7.50 


Its First Three Centuries 


The most extensive exploration Carl Drepperd has done, historically speaking, 
and in it he covers everything from the houses of the pioneers to pharmaceutical contain- 
ers, shaving mgs and buttons. Pioneer philosophers turned luxuries into staples and the 
story back of pioneer antiques includes human interest pieces, little known bits of his- 
tory, a parade of invention and ingenuity, a study of folk art, research into pioneer 
science, vignettes of pioneer life, personalities and economics. There is something of 
the flavor of Lock, Stock and Barrel , which is the story of collecting - and practically 
every antique hound will find something to his taste. Drepperd's books have hitherto 
been primarily handbooks for recognition and general introduction to collectors and ama- 
teurs. This is a definite contribution to better understanding of the pioneer scene. 
2000 illustrations. (Originally reported last August for Fall publication). 
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March 3 


Roberts, Leslie Rinehart 
THE MACKENZIE $3.50 


Another highly readable and definitive volume in the Rivers of America series, 
this is the saga of the river that:runs through the western part of the District of Mac- 
kenzie, in Canada, from Great Slave Lake, flowing north into the Arctic. Here is the 
story of Alexander Mackenzie's trip of exploration and discovery in 1789, other explorers 
before and after Mackenzie, the Indians along the rivers; the fur barons and :) cir organ- 
izational wars and final consolidation; mining and discovery of uranium; airmen who were 
new empire builders; and finally, the significance of the area during World War II, today 
and tomorrow. Here are the men of vision, courage and stamina, willing to wnicrgo great 
hardships; here are men of narrow vision, cowardice, pettiness. To some ex’-nt ‘his book 
follows the regional pattern of others in the series, but the focus is on the human rather 
than the rsogrephic factors primarily. 


Merch 2 5 
Gibbings, Robert ; Dutton 
OVER THE REEFS AND FAR AWAY $3.50: 


* Gibbings, who has made his own British Isles so beguiling, returns to the South 
Seas. Here he shares his experiences of an 18 months' stay, and has produced one of his 
handsome , readeble travelogues to delight his special audience. Here are tales of sharks, 
of turtles, of island customs and characters; there is some history and local biography; 
there is much of food and details of daily living "over the reefs". From Tonga to Tahiti, 
he is shown old tombs, native heirlooms, made a part of the activities his friends, old 
and new, enjoy; he is officially made chief of a village, discusses religion and sketches 
everything of interest for his readers’ delight. Just the book for really leisured arm- 
chair relaxation - journeying to distant places with a delightful guide. The wood en- 
gravings are familiar technique for all who know and love his earlier books. 


March_® ! 1, 


Reilly, William J. Harper 
7 HOW TO AVOID WORK $2.00 v 


A catchy title for a book which defines work as "doing something you don't en- 
joy" (what a negative approach!). The author proceeds to describe how anyone can find the 
thing that is fun to do, and still earn a living. He explains new subdivisions in selec- 
ted fields; how to test your basic abilities, how to weigh the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of what you think is your choice, how to work out the arguments of not enough time, 
not enough money, outside pressures, etc. He has based his book on cese histories in the 
National Institute for Straight Thinking, of which the author is founder and director. 
This is a self help book for those dissetisfied with the "work" they do, for the round 
pegs looking for round holes. Perhaps he makes it all sound too easy, but he does it with 
@ practical approach and useful material. 


March 7 


Lloyd, Margeret Knopf 
THE BORZOI BOOK OF MODERN DANCE — $5.00 


In contrast to its companion The Borzoi Book of Ballets, by Grace Robert (1946) 
which used its introduction for the history of the art, this a chronological story of 
modern dancing in the United States, marking the individual creative contributions of the 
artists, and presenting a comprehensive survey of the developments, influences, growth and 
changes in this field. From Duncan, Wigman, St. Denis, Shawn, to Graham, Humphrey and 
Weidman, on through Tamaris, Holm, and many of the newcomers, this not only gives bio- 
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grephical data, but notes the programs, trends, and accomplishments of these dancers, the 
groups, movements, schools, aims and meanings of their dance forms. There is a very per- 
sonal feeling in the writing for the author has followed this medium for years and feels 
strongly about the creative vitality which has been in evidence, and the minimizing of 


academic and/or too technical approach gives the book a lively interest. A good reference 
book on this subject, with a worthwhile bibliography. Illustrated by photographs. 


Mexeraz— (May S 


Dunbar, Flanders MD Random House 


EMOTIONAL PROBIEMS OF INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD ge 2 
95 
The author's Mind and Body wasahighly commendable presentation of psychosomatic 
medicine, this concentrates in the first five years of life some of indications of later 
emotional illness, the habits formed, their handling and mishandling. In all of the as- 
pects of infant and child behaviour considered here, there are illustrations from Dr. Dun- 
bar's experience as a psychiatrist, and an equal stress on the emotional response of the 
parent as well as the child. Sleep (fears, loneliness, preventive factors); eating habits 
(as much or little as the child pleases, and when); play, obedience, illness, toilet 
training, sex, lying, stealing, escaping, - these are the main sources of possible pro- 
blems and dangers for an interpretation which is preventive, if occasionally overprotec- 


tive. 


March 2? Ha Sf 


Lazarsfeld, Paul & Stanton, Frank-fds.- Harper 
COMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH $4 .50y 


Further results of public opinion testing, these studies (under various author- 
ship) take up certain aspects of common media of communication, radio, newspaper, maga- 
zines. The first section which is concerned with the impact of the comics on children, 
breaks down the types of comics, types of reaction to them, and concludes that they answer 
more vitel a need than did the fairy tales of a generation ago, and assesses parental 
attitudes, largely disapproving, and their ambiguous handling of the situation. Next they 
turn to radio, types of programs, audiences, sponsorship; newspapers and magazines - with 
analysis of reader habits; cultural levels. Two shorter studies are directed at prejudice, 
end at community influence, and the concluding sector analyzes radio abroad, chiefly in 
the USSR....Interesting though perhaps for a specialized audience. The whole subject of 
public opinion testing is before the bar of public opinion; perhaps this makes a positive 


contribution to what it is achieving. 


~ 2 Viking 


Dorfman, Joseph 
$6.00 v 


THE ECONOMIC MIND IN AMERICAN CIVILIZATION (Vol. III) 1 


In 1945 the first two volumes of this definitive work on our national history 
viewed through.the pattern of economic thought appeared. Now, with Vol. III, Prof. Dorf- 
man makes one feel the continuity throughout our history of such problems a8 wages, labor 
organizations, protective tariff, foreign as opposed to domestic commerce, and SO on. 

The new volume approaches our own time - 1865 through World War I, and traces the growth 
of industrial America, notes the integral factors in the development of our culture, and 
presents the period in which the foundations were laid of our economic philosophy, the 
entry into politics of elements of economic and social reform. Trade unionism, monopol- 
ies, racial problems (precipitated by emancipation), tenant farming - these conditions 
aggravated the conflicts. Some reassessment of values took place - but the sense of a 
continuing thread is there. Again, perhaps the most interesting part of the book is the 
focus on personalities, - men who contributed to our economic thinking, Henry George, John’ 
Bates Clark, Veblen, Wesley Mitchell, Taussig, Seligman and many others. One gets some- 
thing of the shifting pattern - but the emphasis is defined by the title - "the economic 


mind". 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITI#Z, DATE AND PRICE 











Doubleday 
Gundell, G.- WRITING- from 1/20 to 2/3. Price from $6.00 to $5.95 612 











Duell, Sloan & Pearce 









Corle, E.- THE WINTER LIGHT- definite date 2/16 648 
Hirsch, J.- THE PROBLEM DRINKER- from 1/6 to 1/21. Price from $3.50 
to $3.00 587 
Morton, A.- Title from A ROPE FOR THE BARON to A ROPE FOR BARON. Date — 
' from 1/7 to 1/13 606 
Rooney, P.- GOLDEN COAST- from 1/5 to 1/12 602 
Williams ,W.- THE TIGER OF FRANCE- definite date 2/17 657 






























Knopf 
Hoffman & Levack- Fds.’ - BURKE'S POLITICS - price from $4.50 to $4.75 655 
Macmillan 
Gaither, Frances- DOUBLE MUSCADINE- postponed indefinitely for Book 
of the Month Club selection. 645 
Jaeger, E.- COUNCIL FIRES- from 2/15 to 3/1 653 
oe Rinehart | | 
} Mende, Robert- SPIT AND THE STARS- from 2/3 to 3/3 629 
; Stevenson, D.E.- THE YOUNG MRS. SAVAGE- from 2/3 to 3/24 629 
Wakeman, F.- THE WASTREL- price from $2.50 to $2.75 646 
Scribner 
Bezzerides, A.I.- THIEVES' MARKET- from 1/? to 2/28 580 
Drew, Blizabeth- T.S. ELIOT AND THE DESIGN OF POETRY- from 2/? to 
3/? or 4/? 641 
Muntz, Hope- GOLDEN WARRIOR- from 1/? to 2/28 581 
Simon & Schuster 
Raisin, James- BACKLASH- definite date 2/10 631 


William Sloane 
Barnett, L.- THE UNIVERSE AND DR. EINSTEIN- from 1/? to 2737: Price 


from $2.75 to $2.50 614 
Crockett, Lucy H.- POPCORN ON THE GINZA- price from $4.00 to $3.50 589 
Newhouse, B.- THE HOLLOW OF THE WAVE- definite date 1/24 643 


Pratt, Fletcher- THE EMPIRE AND THE GLORY- from 1/17 to 1/10 587 





February 3- 
February 7- 
February 15- 
February 16- 
February 17- 
February 21- 
Febrdarg-f1- 
February 23- 


February 28- 
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February 3- 
February 7- 
February 10- 
February ll- 
February 24- 
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February 1- 
February 21- 
February 24- 
February 24- 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 


Stevenson, D.E. 


Michener, James A. 


Waugh, Evelyn 
Spring, Howard 
Wakeman, Frederic 
Bowen, Elizabeth 
Marquand, John P. 
Baron, Alexander 


Capot 


oer i Mtetl 


‘ ¥ omathne™ 


v ' 


Stagge, Jonathan 


Disney, Dorothy C. 


Allingham, Margery 
Stout, Rex 
Gardner, Erle S. 


NON - 


Po aes aa 


CONTEMPORARY 


THE YOUNG MRS. SAVAGE (Rinehart) 
THE FIELD OF SPRING (Random House) 
SCOTT-KING'S MODERN EUROPE (Little, Brown) 
THERE IS NO ARMOUR (Harper) 
THE WASTREL (Rinehart) 
THE HEAT OF THE DAY (Knopf) March Lit.Guild 
POINT OF NO RETURN (Little, Brown) 
FROM THE CITY, FROM THE PLOUGH 
(Ives Washburn) 
A TREE OF NIGHT (Random House) 
dAg” haucey bast Secayyscir ) 


Yeld et arreer (Srritruta ) 


cong 


THE THREE FEARS (Doubleday) 

THE HANGMAN'S TREE (Random House) 

MORE WORK FOR THE UNDERTAKER (Doubleday) 
TROUBLE IN TRIPLICATE (Viking) 

THE CASE OF THE DUBIOUS BRIDEGROOM (Morrow) 


FICTION 


NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 


St. John, Robert 
Koestler, Arthur 
Duranty, Walter 

Hindus, Maurice 

MoGuire, Paul 


Gunther, John 
Schendel & Siemel 


Carr, John Dickson 


Murphy, Audie 


Stuart, Frank S. 
Waugh, Alec 
Woodward, Stanley 


Jackson, Joseph H.- 


SHALOM MEANS PEACE (Doubleday) 

INSIGHT AND OUTLOOK (Macmillan) 

STALIN & CO. THE POLITBURO (Sloane) 

IN SEARCH OF A FUTURE (Doubleday) 
THERE'S FREEDOM FOR THE BRAVE (Morrow) 


BIOGRAPHY 


DEATH BE NOT PROUD (Harper) 

JUNGLE WIFE (Doubleday) 

THE LIFE OF SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE (Harper) 
TO HELL AND BACK (Henry Holt) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CITY OF THE BEES (Whittlesey) 

THE SUGAR ISLANDS (Farrar, Straus) 
SPORTS PAGE (Simon & Schuster) 

Ed. 

THE GOLD RUSH ALBUM (Scribner) 

















BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Serdice ye 38 Bank Street 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Becker, Charlotte Scribner 
DICKIE BOY AND THE THREE LITTLE STEPS $1.00 


Another in the Three Littie Steps’ series. A small square book with colored 
pictures and brief captions unfolding an everyday adventure for this family of three 
lively children. When their new pet, a canary bird, flies away, the children apply to 
all their neighborhood friends, the policeman, the grocer, and so on, to help find him. 
They finally discover him, singing joyously, in the barbershop. The story is full of 
the spontaneous excitement and eager impatience and pride of possession instinctive in 


small children, and will find an interested audience. Added value for beginning readers. 


(2/14) 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Aldis, Dorothy Putnam 
MISS QUINN'S SECRET $2.50 


Here's a good idea that never gets across in a scrambled story that cries for 
a firm editorial hand... Miss Quinn, an understanding librarian,takes nine-year-old Nora 
into her secret - and Nora enlists the interest of a 90-year old town resident in the 
goal Miss Quinn has suggested, a museum for Beaumont, a small town on a large river. 
Nora liked pioneer stories; Miss Quinn, with the contents of a dusty attic, and a vivid 
sense of pioneer history not too long ago in this small town, brings the whole community 
into a cooperative effort, which springboards from Nora's eager curiosity. The idea of 
community effort is a valid one- too rarely incorporated in a story. Unfortunately, 
Dorothy Aldis has ridden off in all directions, and it takes a clue hunter to penetrate 
to the core of her idea. The story is partly Nora's story, partly the picture of a 
small town, not far from the frontier some of the oldsters remember, partly a collection 
of stories told around things and places and people, Indians and overland trails. We 
wish it could come unscrambled- for it is the type of story we need. (March) 

25 
Watkins-Pitchford, D. J. ("B.B.") Scribner 
THE LITTLE GREY MEN $2.50 


D.J. Watkins-Pitchford, better known as "B.B.", has written a fantasy in the 
Wind in the Willows tradition, - a story in which three gnomes, brothers and good com- 
panions, spend an eventful spring and summer among the small animals, the Woods and 
Stream People, of a peaceful English countryside. There's a certain charm - a lilt to 
the telling- but the whimsy is occasionally self conscious, and the cheerful philosophy 
and aged wisdom of the three wee people never makes that as real and lovable and clever 
as the inimitable Rat and Mole and their friends. However, it is many cuts above most 
in this category. Junior Guild selection. (2/28) 
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Rojankovsky, Feodor= //lus.- Simon & Schuster 
FAVORITE FAIRY TALES $1.00 


* I don’t know who should get credit for the skillful editing job done in the 


abridgment of these favorite fairy tales to one page length, but to that editing goes sub- 


stantial credit for an excellent addition to the Big Golden Books. The Rojankovsky pic- 
tures are gorgeous, and spread over a page and a half, with every colum of text. The 
contents are almost guessable,- Snow White, Rapunzel, The Hare and the Hedgehog, Hansel 
and Gretel, Little Red Riding Hood, The Sleeping Beauty; The Gingerbread Man, Puss in 


Boots, Jack and the Beanstalk, Tom Thumb. The Three Bears, Three Little Pigs. libraries 
will welcome the better backbone reenforcement for longer life. (1/28) 


8 - 11 FICTION 
Balch, Glenn Crowell 
VIKING DOG $2.25 


The predecessor to this, Wild Horse, was dependable Western in a boy and horse 
story, at the Junior High level. This is somewhat younger, and frankly a disappointment. 
Balch can do much better.... An almost uneventful dog biography about Olaf, a Norwegian 
elkhound. Olaf, misunderstood in puppyhood, finds a master who understands him and with 


whom he can be friends. Then the call of the wild speaks too loudly for him, and he starts 


off on a solitary trek into the western mountains. His adventures are nondescript, his 
personality never materializes. When he finally finds his master again, and realizes he 


‘belongs with Man, the story evokes no emotional reponse whatever, inevitable though the 


emotional tug seems to be in most stories of this genre. Balch seems to have missed out 
completely. Jacket and frontispiece by Paul Bransom. (March) 


Bialk, Elisa ; Houghton, Mifflin 


TAFFY'S FOAL $2.60 25° 
Second year readers may find this a bit beyond them, but third year readers will 


enjoy it. And a new horse story makes an always welcome addition. There's less novelty 


in this rather patterned story of Nancy, who lived with her grandmother on a Kentucky farm, 


and whose very being was bound up with her beloved Taffy - than was evident in The Horse 

Called Pete. But the stepmother relationship, as Nancy has to go to Chicago to live when 
her father remarries, is a new element, and is well handled. Nancy makes her adjustment 

to a city school - to the cramped apartment home - but she can’t recover from the loss of 
Taffy. So eventually a boarding place is found for Taffy, not too far away, and Nancy's 

life takes on a new significance. Taffy’s death, when the foal is born, is handled with 

& minimum of emotion, and the foal - and the assurance of holidays back on the farm- help 
Nancy to grow up, to accept a new sort of life. Illustrations by William Moyers. (2/15) 


Franklin, George Cory Houghton, Mifflin 
TRICKY: The Adventures of a Red Fox $2.25 


Remember Wild Animals of Five Rivers Country and Monte? Here is another true 
animal story, out of a rich background of a boyhood in Colorado. Once again the dominant 
quality of the story is the feel of the wilds and the sense that the author is seeing how 
an animal thinks. Tricky had the overwhelming curiosity of his kind, and it got him into 
trouble continually. Fortunately, most of his human contacts were with men who were 


friendly to wild creatures, and Tricky paid for the help of two miners by uncovering a new 
vein for them. A farmer and his son (perhaps the son was the author?) gave him free entry 


because of his value in keeping down rodents. And so Tricky is not wholly prepared for 
the enmity of hunters; he gets caught in a bear trap, but escapes; his mate, Vixen has a 
leg broken- but again his human friends come to the rescue. The story tells of the ad- 
ventures of the fox with the other wild creatures of the mountain country, grizzlies, big 
horn sheep, eagles, beavers and so on. Occasionally, the author strays into philosophical 
bypaths that slow the story interest. But for the boy or girl who likes true nature 
material, this has much to recommend it. Self-reading for third and fourth year readers. 
Illustrated by L.D. Cram. (3/28) 
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Ssoribner 


Rienow, Lenore Train | 
THE DARK POOL $2.25 

Once again, as in Bewitched Caverns,Lenore Rienow takes her readers into primi- 
tive, prehistoric days. But where the earlier book seemed an echo of Jarzan, this second 
story of the boy and girl of the cave dwellers loses the story thread too often to hold 
the interest of the children who felt the intensity of sustained and exciting- if uncon- 
vincing- adventure. The plot is based on the intense fear of the supernatural, common to 
that era; it is full of primitive superstition and hocus pocus; but it fails to establish 
any response for young moderns. The earlier book, with all its faults, pushed aside the 
thousands of years. This seems to be chiefly stage props and stage sets- with no reality 
in story or characters. Disappointing. Illustrated by the author. (2/28) 


Special: The following can be used as young as ten— and on up 


Salt, Laura E. & Boumphrey, Geoffrey- ‘ds.- Oxford 
OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA $10.00 


Vol. I - Mankind 


This is the first volume of a projected twelve volume junior encyclopaedia, and 
examination of the volume makes evident its value as a reference tool, volume by volume - 
an important factor in considering purchase of the series. The arrangement is topical- 
with major subjects for each volume:- 1-Mankind; 2-Natural History; 3-The Universe; 
4-Commerce; 5-Great Lives; 6-Farming-Fisheries; 7-Industry and Commerce; 8-Engineering; 
9-Recreation and Crafts; 10- Law and Order; 11- Home; 12- The Arts. A chart of the head- 
ings and inclusions in each volume appears in this first volume, and cross-references 
within the topics themselves will, in final analysis, extend the scope and value. It is 
designed as a basic reference tool for school- rather than home- libraries, and material 
included in school textbooks is deliberately omitted except in so far as necessary to | 
understanding. This- since the editing is primarily English- is a factor to consider in | 
use in American schools, and, to a lesser degree, in Public Libraries. History, for ex- 
ample, is mainly under headings of effects and the biographies of those who lived to make 
it. The assumption of coverage in school goes beyond what are the requirements in Ameri- 
can schools, unfortunately. On the other hand, science and technical subjects receive 
shorter shrift than the American young people might demand. The individual entries have 
@ maximum length of 2000 words. The arrangement is alphabetical. In general- based on 
fairly extensive sampling- I'd say the presentation was competent but uninspired. Com- } 
pared, for instance, with the lively reading Compton's offers, the American boy and girl 
would find this rather middle of the road and sometimes dull. A useful, dependable tool 
for reference, but not as much of a challenge as I'd hoped. Excellent illustrations. (2/10) 








FICTION - 12 to 15 


Lochlions, Colin Crowell 
STRETCH SMITH MAKES A BASKET $2.50 


This book- format and typography- looks young, but the content and age level 
of the boys is definitely Junior High. “Stretch” Smith, product of a rural school is 
tall for his age, awkward and bewildered, and finds ninth grade in the big consolidated 
High School, a formidable proposition. He gets off on the wrong foot continually, but 
finds himself when it comes to basketball, for which he is a natural. Then- by almost 
unanimous choice, he is chosen President of his "homeroom". Some trials, accidents and 
slips in his studies beset him and threaten his athletic career. But he finally gets into 
his stride, and adjusts to the new world of High School life. It is a good story, with / 
lots of sound basketball material, plus a fair balance of emphasis on school work, school 
activities, group spirit, self government, adult and junior interrelationship. The pattern 
of achievement is in the groove, but the pace of story and the naturalness of characters 
and situation will hold the interest of the average reader. (March) 
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Moore, David William Crowell 
THE END OF BLACK DOG $2.75 


A tangy pirate story in which a friend of the infamous Long John Silver (of 
Treasure Island fame) gets his just deserts - companion volume to The End of Long John 
Silver. Ned Connor, of the Bon Homme Richard and already a veteran of pirate plots and 
desperate battles, is the hero, though only twenty. With him in this adventure is Jim 
Hawkins; and the two youths on a pirate craft have plenty of adventure recovering treasure. 
Most of the cast is taken from Treasure Island, and the authentic atmosphere- complete 
with “Yo Ho Ho and a bottle of rum” has almost the same chilling ring. The plot is thin- 
suspense is lacking- and one wonders how popular pirates are in these days of gangster 
games. Henry Pitz illustrations will be a tangible sales asset. (March) 


Porter, Ella Williams Macmillan 
FOOTPRINTS ON THE SAND $2.50 


As a story of camp life this is excellent and meets a real need, as there is a 
scarcity of girl camp stories. The story pattern is a fairly familiar one:- a girl who 
feels herself a misfit (in this case a girl on scholarship from an orphanage) meets the 
enmity of the snobbish “old girl”, makes good as a camper, and ends the Summer with 4 
dramatic rescue which wins over her enemy. There's a thread of mystery, not very impor- 
tant; there's contact between the girls’ camp and the boys’ camp; there's achievement for 
Polish-born Marya in music, and this in turn leads to her dream- a real home for her lit- 
tle brother and herself. The Michigan background is fresh and gives the camp interest 
added impetus for the midwest (which must be surfeited with New England). (2/91) 

4 


McCormick, Wilfred Putnam 
FIELDER’S CHOICE $2.00 . 


Another Bronc Burnett story (see last year’s Three-Two Pitch) and again chock 
full of baseball technique in ample detail. Bronc, star of his hometown team, is moving 
towards the big time. They've won the championship of their home state, New Mexico; they 
are competing against other state teams in their region in a tourney sponsored by the Amer- 


ican Legion. It's all inside stuff and very exciting to young fans and players. (Feb.)25— 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Barber, Elsie Oakes Macmillan 
THE TREMBLING YEARS $3.00 


With none of the flippancy of Out on a Limb or the somewhat saccharine quality 
of the Barton books, this is an at all times human and particularly appealing story of 
one girl's bout with infantile paralysis, its emotional aftermath of bitterness and fear 
and unresigned resentment. Kathy comes down with infantile her first year at college, and 
learns that she is permanently crippled. The three men who play a vital part in her ad- 
justment, the sympathy which never slips into sentimentality, the quality of youth which 
is very genuine,- combine to make this particularly affecting and engaging. {Full report 
see P, 11) (3/21) 3 


Berry, Erick Me cmillan 
FORTY-SEVEN KEYS $2.50 


* This is - to my way of thinking~- a model of what a career or vocational book 


|} for High School readers should be. It's a good story, well told. The device used to kKsep 


the sound vocational advice separate for later reference is convincing, and yet can be 
read or skipped, as thé reader chooses. There is, implicit in the story itself, the 

psychological values that belong in both good story telling- and good career material.... 
Honey wanted to be a writer; she applied for a part-time job as secretary to a novelist, 






. 
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feeling that she would learn something of her chosen profession while doing an interest- 
ing job. And she- and her employer- managed to get themselves involved in various small 
town activities, and to be on the inside in a matter of intrigue. Good plotting - lots 
of action -.good characterization- dialogue in the contemporary vein without being cheap, 
this has elements that will appeal to any High School reader; and particular values for 


the aspiring young writer. (3/8) 
or 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Stratton, Clarence Whittlesey 
GUIDE TO CORRECT ENGLISH $3.75 


Whether trained in the modern school of dry-as-dust diagramming of English gram- 
mar, or the stream-lined modern experimental system, the readers of this fascinating mod- 
ern grammar will find that his own progress towards impecoable English will be forwarded. 
Everyone is confronted now and again by a challenge to something in the spoken or written 
expression. Here is a chance to know your rules, the whys and wherefores, and the hows 
of breaking them judiciously. If you are already word conscious, it will make you more 
so. Every part of speech gets a double going over,- rules for understanding its every 
phase, uses, purposes and effects - and the pitfalls thereof. Commonsense flexibility, 
punctuation on a functional basis, and a convincing case for correct English as a part of 
every educated person's equipment, make this a valuable book for all ages. (For full 


report see P. 24) (2/28) 


Stuart, Frank S. Whittlesey 
CITY OF THE BEES — $3.00 


A poetic to lyric account of one year of life in a wild bee colony, that treats 
this insect not only with respect but with mysticism. Here are the activities of the 
combs, the moving of the colony, the dangers from without, the rebirth of the colony in 
the Spring, the death of a queen.... Something beyond the ordinary, first for nature fol- 
lowers, then for those who have inherited an interest in bee lore, this is for those who 
like Maeterlinck, and who have read and enjoyed Curtis’ Bees’ Ways.' This is focussed on 
the wild bee as distinguished from his cultivated cousin. (For full report see P. 21)(2/4) 








Harper, Frank A. A. Wyn 
SKIING NATURALLY | $2.00 


._This seems to me- a rank amateur- the best all around book for the inexperienced 
skiier. Frank Harper, wvll-known in the field, approaches it from the point of view of 
the hows along with the whys. He starts with equipment, urges physical fitness (and sug- 
gests three minutes a day as preliminary conditioning of muscles). ‘Then he starts with 
practice on the level, and progresses to climbing, hills, touring. He presents the case 
against ski tows, and analyzes the steps to assurance on the slope. He outlines first aid 
procedure. And the line drawings diagram each successive step. (For full report see 


P, 19) (1/14) 
BOOKS FOR PAREWTS. AND TEACHERS 


Jaeger, Ellsworth ; Macmillan 
COUNCIL FIRES $2.95 


Directors of camps, scout leaders, school and organization people will find this 
factual book on council fires a useful handbook. The legendary and historical background, 
the stories, games and dances, are all given in meticulous detail. Probably with in- 
creased interest in folk dances, the generous section devoted to ceremonial dances will 
prove particularly useful. (Full report- P. 653) (3/1) 





